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APA / Res/2013/08  
10 Dec 2013 
Resolution 
on 

Information and Communication Technology “ICT” 

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, 

Recalling APA Resolution, APA/Res/2009/04, 29 November, 2010

Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General to the open-ended Ad-hoc Working Group on ICT,  SG/Rep/2011/02 Dated  22 August 2011, submitted to the meeting of the Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs  held in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran on 13-14 September, 2011;

Stressing the view that global networking provides opportunities for APA Member Parliaments to share experiences and engage in fruitful dialogue on significant issues in Asia and facilitates further cooperation and coordination; 

Underlining that the Asian Virtual Parliament will pave the way for sharing information, harmonizing legislation and raising people’s awareness about the activities of the legislative body and ensure a more profound feedback between society, power and individuals, and thus contribute to strengthening peace in Asia.

Supporting the proposal for establishing the “Virtual Asian Parliament” to enhance deliberation and strengthen cooperation among Member Parliaments in a more effective manner;

1- Welcome the Report of the Secretary-General on “Asian Virtual Parliament” that aims at enhancing deliberations among APA member parliaments. 
2-Reiterate that Virtual Asian Parliament must hinge upon a set of regulations and principles ensuring:
Transparency and openness for the parliament as a whole and for its structural units and for each Member of Parliament;

Universal access to parliament information; 

Creation of mechanisms allowing raising the responsibility of parliamentarians before their electorate;

Broader dialogue among Member Parliaments; 

Participation in a global information society;
3- Request APA Member Parliaments to arrange in their own parliament the technical facilities for the establishment of the Virtual Asian Parliament. 

4- Underline the necessity to work out the legal status of the materials and documents which will be circulated in Virtual Parliaments.

5- Emphasize the need to resolve the challenges of communication channels for organizing video conferences which can be used for holding meetings of Virtual Asian Parliament. 

6- Underline the need to establish a powerful portal for office automation for documents, video conferencing to conduct virtual meetings, online translation, voting ability, text and voice communication.
7- Request the secretariat to conduct a pilot project of VAP and share the result with the APA member parliaments.
Welcome the invitation of Russian Federation to provide and share its experience on of Virtual Parliament with Member parliament and the Secretariat. 

8-Request the Secretary-General to seek possible technical and financial assistance from Member Parliaments and other institutions to facilitate the establishment of VAP.

9- Decide to hold the next meeting of the ICT Working Group at the sideline of the meeting of the Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs in 2012 to expedite the establishment of the Virtual Asian Parliament.

10- Request the Secretary-General to seek the views of the Member Parliaments on the progress made to implement this resolution and submit a report thereon to the next meeting. 
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